AADHAAR

INDIAN EXPRESS, Chandigarh, 11.2.2018

Page No. 6, Size:(11.96)cms X (20.82)cms.

UIDALI: Nobody can
be denied essential
services over Aadhaar

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 10

ADAY after Thelndian Express re-
ported that a pregnant woman
was denied medical help ata
Gurgaon hospital for not carry-
ing her Aadhaar card, the Unique
Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI) said that it is investigat-
ing the claims and has taken se-
rious note of the development.
The UIDAIsaid it has “reiterated”
that no government authority
should deny“essential service or
benefit” to a “genuine benefici-
ary” for want of Aadhaarcard.
“If any official of a department
denies a service for the lack of
Aadhaar or lack of successful ver-
ification due to technical or any
such reasons, acomplaint should
be lodged with the higher author-
ities ofthose departments forsuch
unlawful denials,” UIDAl said.
“There are exception handling
regulations issued by UIDAL.
which must be followed to make
sure that no beneficiary isdenied
of benefits for want of Aadhaar,”
itsaid inastatementonSaturday.
Aadhaar’s parent body said

thatthe “governmentis sensitive
to the fact that no emergency
services such as hospitalisation,
etc., be denied for want of any
document whatsoever, includ-
ing Aadhaar. Aadhaar is meant
to bring transparency and ac-
countability in public service de-
liveries through effective use of
technology and it should not be
misused and made anexcuse for
any denial in the services."

Citing Section 7 of the
Aadhaar Act and several office
memorandums issued by vari-
ous government bodies, UIDAI
said it must be ensured that
“bona fide beneficiaries are not
deprivedof their duebenefits as
alternative provisions have been
made in the Aadhaar Act”.

Section 7 of the Aadhaar Act
says,“Provided thatif an Aadhaar
number is not assigned to an in-
dividual, the individualshall be of-
fered altemate and viable means
of identification for delivery of
subsidy, benefitor service.”

UIDAI will again write a let-
ter to the Chief Secretaries of all
States and Union Territories to
ensure that Section 7 of Aadhaar
Act, 20161s implemented.



