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The Centre has been able
o weed ot over one crore
“whost benefciaries” reg-
isteyed with the fotegrated
Child Development Servie-
es (OIS, with the linking
of heneficinry aecounts to
Aadhaar numbers,
According to sources in
the Ministry of Women and
Child Development (WIS,
statistics show that sinee
beneficiary aceounis have

it

started to get linked with
Aadhaar, there has been
a significant drep in the
number of accounts, Since
no legal identification could
be produced for the fake ac-
counts, this resulted in thely
exit from the system.

The mindstry has compiled
a report on the beneficiary
accounds before Direet Ben-
efit Transfer (DBT) was in-
troduced, The report is satd
to have brought startling
revelations fo the fore, the
meost gignificant of which is
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the weeding out of fake ben-
eficiary accounts. Accord-
ing to highly placed sources
in the ministry, 8 new sys-
tem has been brought in
place to make it difficult for
fake beneficiaries to sustain
themselves, The ministry is
expected to make public the
safd report soon.

Several reports from the
ground were making head-
lines about how some of
the welfare schemes were
getting dragged down by
the burden of ghost benefi-

' Aadhaar "hlps

ciaries in whose names the
accounts were being regis-
tered, A source in the min-
istry said, “We had taken
note of the situation. Food
was heing taken aveay in the
name of children who did
not exist, Money was going
sverywhere, but to the per-
son whom if should reach.
But once Asdhaar was put
in place, the fake accounts
could not thebve”

India has the largest
number of children in the
world between the ages of

3-18 yearg—an estimated
43 crore. According to the
National Family Health
Survey of 201516, nearly
every third child in Indin ig
undernourished. In such
circumstances, the ICDS,
a nutrition-based welfare
scheme, aims to benefit the
children through the Angan-
wadi workers {AWCs), who
are the prime excoutioners
of the scheme on the ground.
Recently, BWCs in sovera]
states like Kerala, Punjab,
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and Kashmir etc., have been.
alainitig about a reduc:
Centre's share of
the scheme in some states.
The AWCs have alao been demanding
an inerease in thelr salaries and states
tike Haryana have managed to fulfil the
demands of AWCs, Among the other
demands of AWCs is regularisation of
DS, the closure of pre-primary schools,
replaeemeit of honorarium with pay
scales, ete. Launched on 2 October 1975,
ICDS offers a package of sixservices that
are supplementary nutrition, pre-schooi
non-formal education, nutrition and
health education, irnmunisation, health




